The future for Medico-Legal disputes - a patient perspective.
This article, taken from a presentation to the Medico-Legal Society, discusses the prospects for patient safety and access to justice in the wake of the Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust public inquiry and the Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act. Particular reference is made to the arguments for and against a statutory Duty of Candour; clinical negligence litigation; patient complaints and specialist advice and support for people affected by medical accidents.